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The Parent Trap (1988) has three main mother figures – Elizabeth James, mother of 
Annie and Hallie; Meredith Blake, the bombshell blonde; and Chessy, the nanny. 
Elizabeth and Meredith compete for the twins’ father, Nick Parker, falling into good 
mother and wicked stepmother roles while Chessy remains a neutral party, still 
possessing motherly qualities but with the mobility of a childless woman. Annie and 
Hallie fulfill the typical trickster-twin archetype as they seek the downfall of the wicked 
stepmother and the restoration of their true mother, completely ignoring the trauma of 
being unknowingly separated by their parents. Nick Parker fulfills the observant role of 
the patriarchy, benefiting from the conflict between all the women in the story. 
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